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Designer ; Materiality Design Stephen Kuo

Participant; F. S. Chen

Photographer; S. S. Chen, C. M Chou

Category ; apartment

Location 5 Taipei

Materials ; Pandomo,veneer,cement,wood,stone,glass,metal member
Size ; 255m

Design period ; June - October 2011

Construction period ; October, 2011- February 2012
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Stephen Kuo

2002-present time Materiality Design / Director
2005-2011 Shih-Chien University, College of Design /
Lecturer

2000-2002 M. Moser Associates, Hong Kong /
Designer

1999-2000 MA in Architecture & Interior Design /
University of North London

1995-1999 BA in Interior & Spatial Design / University
of the Arts London

Diploma in Foundation of Art & Design / London
Guildhall University
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1. Gray color floor and similar color Pandomo floor treatment 2. Lobby floor treatment directly expands onto the balcony 3. A prominent
lighting fixture in the lobby but the light quality is rather mysterious
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4. Central island table and non-fixed dining table in the public space 5. Living room and its partition treatment, which displays a hand-
polished pattern on an exposed concrete surface 6. A small gallery that divides the public zone and bedroom 7. Public zone, a space that can
accommodate at least 30 guests
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Living space is a container that accepts everything that happens in family life and gradually gains weight until someday it is too heavy
to be lift. Inside the container, one can find endless traces of memory, a very big book all about a family.

This is a house for a young couple; they demanded a program, not a stereotype but what they really wanted. They wished this
apartment as a place with no pressure and accommodate at least 30 guests in their living room. But, any social event could not
intervene or be possibly penetrate their private zone. The plan shows a strict segregation between the private and public. The
intermediate zone includes a reading quarter, a guest bathroom and a small gallery.

The plan is a rectangle in shape and all the major living spaces are along all the periphery. Natural light gives the space a main
expression and permeated in lobby, living space, dining, kitchen, and reading room. A lounge chair is situated in a prominent position
and faces outdoor. The balcony is kept close to the ground for the greenery and can be viewed from the major public quarter and
reading room.

Stephen Kuo, the designer, states that a good design starts from actual needs. He also believes that being a designer one has to be
familiar with their clients and their habits and daily activities. He tried to give the living space a less dominating layout and non-fixed
furnishing elements; he even allowed an ambiguous space to be available for coping with unexpected activity in the public zone.

There are no specific borders (partition) between the private and public zones, rather a central island table hints at an ambiguous
border. The public zone is big enough to accommodate at least 30 guests and they can linger in different corners and chat with their
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8. Dark ceiling expands from the lobby to the kitchen 9. Central island table is a good place for cooking 10. Dining tables can be divided into
two parts and moved wherever they need to be settled 11. A long chair extends from the lobby towards the reading room and faces outdoor
12. Materialselected in this apartment is wood, exposed concrete, metal members

friends. The dining table is non-fixed so it can move anywhere. The free plan has the extra benefit of helping every guest to walk
around and hit up a social event.

Materials selected for this apartment are simple and composed in a less complicated way. The exposed concrete surface, wood and
metal give the space a poetic melody. Gray color tile floor and Pandomo treatment floor in the living room provide the space a rustic
yet reflective surface; it gives natural light a subtle ground upon which to be settled surfaced with a thin layer of light.

Many detail design and unique quality of materials provide this apartment with an exceptional experience for a perceptive touch.
Lighting defines specific corners or places whether it is treated as an intimate private corner or a public social venue. Good detail
treatment such as aluminum panel for the ventilation outlets or rail system lighting all provide the space an ambience for good life.
Flexibility is a design principle for the design. It is possible to expand the master bedroom into a reading room and gallery; and each
can be completely independent from others. The master bedroom has a plan divided into several zones meeting specific needs; there
are walk-in closets, a sleeping quarter, luxury accessory closet, dressing room and bathroom. There are two dressing rooms - one for
husband and one for wife. ?Each can enjoy a personal moment for finding the proper outfits.

Residential design is all about a tailored fit because a designer is not able to design a living space according a certain format. The
project give the family not just a proper space for daily activity but also a pretty rich spatial experience that is fully geared in all senses.
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13. Bookshelf that divides the reading space and gallery 14. 15. Reading room view 16. When all sliding doors are retracted the bedroom,
reading room and gallery can be joined as a single space 17. Skewed pattern treatment gives the space an energetic impression
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18. Master bedroom has several specific
corners 19. Dressing room view 20. Master
bedroom and its gray color plate on the
floor 21. The master bedroom layout shows
rich layering in space 22. Plan



EHDHT Material Analysis
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1. Central island table fulfills several daily functional needs 2. The lobby
space is delineated through different floor materials; one part is cement
brush surface, the other is a Pandomo treatment 3. Rich spatial layering
is easily detected by color, material and lighting 4. Aluminum grating
panel is specially tailored for a ventilation fan cover panel 5. Materials
were carefully selected to create a good dialogue and reveal a strong
natural impression
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1. This apartment on the weekend turns into a place to entertain friends;
at least 30 adults can be accommodated at a time 2. The couple wished
to enjoy a relaxing life while on the weekend the guests do not intrude
upon their privacy 3. Natural light is essential for daily activity and the
balcony is preserved for greenery and relaxing moments 4. Furniture
pieces are flexible and can be moved and reset for necessary functional
change 5. Color, material and lighting were arranged in a way to give an
intimate feeling of family life




