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Designer_| Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo

Photographer | Yana Zhezhela / Alek Vatagin

Category | Restaurant

Location] China

Materials | metal, solid wood, painted surface wood, stone, wood floor, wall
paper, special tile

Size | 331m?

Design period | March — July 2015

Completion period ] November 2015 — February 2016
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Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo

2002-Present Time Materiality Design
/ Director - 2005-2011 Shih-Chien
University, College of Design / Lecturer -
2000-2002 M. Moser Associates, Hong
Kong / Designer - 1999-2000 MA in
Architecture & Interior Design / University
of North London - 1995-1999 BA in
Interior & Spatial Design / University of the
Arts London - Diploma in Foundation of
Art & Design / London Guildhall University
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1. Columns set the visually strong
direction of the sitting area
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2. Plan 3. Restaurant outlook in gray and green colors 4. Main dining area
in an easily arranged sitting layout 5. Reception area and its art installation
represent running river water
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It is common to find people who are easily hijacked by public
impression and have a bias towards a certain idea. For
instance, what is the common impression of Thailand food? Is it
represented by rich spicy curry, or colorfully decorative fragrant
vegetables? For a new type of Thai restaurant, Stephen Kuo
confessed that he wouldn’t lock himself into one of those typical
impression but rather would look for a more simplified analysis
of the essence of the food.

Stephen observed that Thai food evolved from indigenous
local delicacies into a more international gourmand, and T5
Tai Kitchen is one that introduced a more sophisticated fusion
with French cooking with a stylistic representation. The plan is
typical Western style with a precise serving system. An annex
reception space provides an intermediate quarter for waiting
and gathering. The dining hall is orientated by a visually precise
looping system surrounding by several columns. To provide
necessary privacy control, the design divides several sitting
zones by the deployment of black silk screens.

T5 Tai Kitchen reveals a certain linkage to the layout system of a
Chinese city landscape garden. Gray color bricks under natural
light create a sensitive layer for the touch. The tactic using
suppressed color and motifs manifests the idea that food is the
true element of the restaurant and the food in this restaurant
has crossed borders as a simple ethnic food. Even as the gray
color dominates the main tone of the space, some thick colors
do appear, like green and earthy colors to build a metaphorical
dialogue between the lake surface and landscape stones,
commonly seen inside a Chinese garden.

Many interesting motifs appear such as a lucky one on the
surface tiles, the herringbone patterned wood floor, and the
bright colors representing Thai culture which appear on the
tablecloths. A bamboo motif that links Thai and Chinese culture
together is an obvious partnership and gives significant sign to
indicate the restaurant’s fusion style.

To avoid the stereotypical impression of a Thai restaurant,
Stephen confessed that he tried to not to derail tradition but
rather create a new type of Thai restaurant without using too
obvious motifs and cultural elements. T5 Tai Kitchen is an
experiment yet the audacious attempt is an apparent response
to market demand for global fusion is more welcoming than
authenticity.

6. B2k -7 P9 k SN i3 Z HIZERBE - 7. 258 -
PR EEF 2 > B ] LSRR R B o 8. TIRZRIEHETE
ThEM » EZEEENF

6. Box room is veiled by a black silk screen 7. Box room and its internal
layout 8. Bamboo fixture dialogues with the tablecloth

interior JAN 2017

P AR EEA S = m]
2

g T
, [
(&%) Al

L'
N

ix ]

i,

-

-
-

- |.|I

—— E ®
w1 m? ;

i'-?il..--. ‘_ﬁ‘

IV
hat -

f"' UL A
: H :

gl

' -

Only I‘k"‘i s
A e

P

L e e

R, ¥
N\




- o ..'.r: - e

CETZUE T
Il
Wi

- -

o

FIROEICIRT
BEBHIRSEN - 12. NeiEEEZER » FIAR

brick surface and its texture

FEM DT Material Analy sis mu e ——

EHIFE - 3. 7815 ~ A
BE o 4. ?EFEFD S

IS

FKERE J%E

1. Venetian green provides a direct impression of the river landscape 2.
Traditional gray brick in Chinese river city is adopted extensively in the
restaurant 3. Colorful floor tiles and herring-bone pattern wood floor are
well crafted pieces of artwork 4. Colorful scarf is similar to traditional
Thailand fabric design color and pattern motifs 5. Bamboo style
ceiling fixture 6. French style molding bands provides a link to French
impressions
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9. Green color sitting surface is like a glazed surface 10. Bar area and its low bar table 11. Looping layout easily provides a panoramic view 12. Gray
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1. French style is mingles with Tai food in T5 Tai Kitchen 2. Located in
a shopping mall, the restaurant needed a visually catchy sign and color
system 3. Flexible table layout in response to the various demands by
customers 4. Fusion in cultural elements gives a fresh impression of a
new type of Tai food restaurant



