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Designer_| Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo
Photographer | Yana Zhezhela / Alek Vatagin
Category | Residence

Location | Taiwan

Materials | cement paste, tailored fabricated metal member, solid wood, paint,

Pandomo, SA, solid wood floor, special tile, clad board, glass
Size | Interior: 297m?2; Garden: 479m?2
Design period ] January — May 2015
Construction period | June 2015 — December 2016
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Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo

2002-Present Time Materiality Design
/ Director - 2005-2011 Shih-Chien
University, College of Design / Lecturer -
2000-2002 M. Moser Associates, Hong
Kong / Designer - 1999-2000 MA in
Architecture & Interior Design / University
of North London - 1995-1999 BA in
Interior & Spatial Design / University of the
Arts London - Diploma in Foundation of
Art & Design / London Guildhall University
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1. Garden view
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2. Exterior view is a topographical feature. 3. Dining/kitchen. 4. Dining/
kitchen and great view toward garden, living room and swimming pool. 5.
Dining/kitchen enjoys great natural light and surrounded by good texture
furnishing.
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6. Staircase features transparent flights. 7. Living room enjoys a good view while retaining privacy. 8. Multiple levels create dynamic flow in the space. 9.
Gilass sliding door divides the swimming pool and indoor living space. 10. LED lighting in the pool area provides fun lighting in the area.

Stephen believes that the greenery surrounding this villa was truly his inspiration and from where all the design ideas were
derived. Stephen recalled his first visit to the site where he saw the freshness of the grass with its vivid color and right
temperature which opened up a sensuous pleading to smell the nature. In front of him there appeared an abstract view that the
building's roof lines align with the hill slope and the roof's shade move in a slow pace and constantly redrawing the picture of
the landscape. This vivid memory led to his pondering on building a harmonious link between the surrounding landscape and a
true living texture.

This interior cast views in a rich way because Stephen pushed the interior furnishings to a minimal so that the views can directly
penetrate out and fix on the surroundings. The multiple level interior is like a slope that allows a dynamic visual energy to move
in or out, up and down in a rich rhythm.
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One of the biggest challenges was that a penetrative interior creates a privacy control problem. Stephen’s drastic proposal was
to erase the polarized norm between nature and the man-made, interior and exterior, “seeing” and “to be seen.” The border
between inside and out is virtually invisible due to the glass panels while the main public floor is gradually descending down
to the outdoor grass in a very natural way. The interior floors are set at several height levels to allow views in the designated
directions and framed landscape. The walls facing neighboring building have punctured windows but are clearly oriented to
certain directions to frustrate unwanted glances.

Stephen’s personal style is still pretty much evident in the design. A rich textured cement paste surface is a trademark of
Stephen’s team and the rustic particle surface easy allows light to stick upon it creating a layer where time can be retained.
Stephen said that he can sees the huge difference of the temperature change from morning to night on the site, and the
human body can easily detect the difference. The cyan color was selected as the main color tone for the interior furnishing
because it harmonizes the space with the blue sky in morning and afternoon sunlight. Light absorbed into a cyan surrounding
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11. A red wall guiding one towards the gym. 12. A view from the second floor towards a courtyard illuminated by a skylight. 13. Master bedroom and it
dressing room. 14. Master bedroom enjoys an extended horizontal view. 15. The first floor plan. 16. Mezzanine level plan. 17. The second floor plan.

can sensitively reflect the
temperature; the color will
warm up the space when the
temperature drops while cooling
it down when the temperature
goes up.

What makes this villa house
different from similar projects is
that this villa is not an embellishment or collection; it is a true space for life, not for holidays but for day by day living. It opens up
every sensuous touch of the people who dwell within and builds a close link to nature and its temporal rhythms.
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18. Mezzanme level and its liquid- Ilke PANDOMO floor. 19. Boy's room like a wood cabin. 20. Balcony. 21. Steps create a visual block from

neighboring views in the garden. 22. Master bathroom.
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1. Cement paste, exposed concrete — humble color
and texture. 2. Cyan tone special paint — a layer to
reflect well the natural light. 3. PANDOMO Floor —
texture floor in liquidity.
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1. The villa needed to catch good views and preserve internal privacy. A spacious dining/kitchen
space was required. 2. Furnishing work had to assure the structural safety of the building. 3.
Existing Spanish style white wall/red tile roof needed to be kept. 4. Humble color and texture
beauty were the major demands of the client. 5. Each room needed to be equipped with an
independent bathroom. 6. A swimming pool had to be built in at least three meter long and
supporting equipment room was also required.




