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1. Ambiguous borders among spaces and pathway were completely relinquished
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2. Earth colors dominate the interior mood




This design tells a story about a literati who loves books and enjoy reading. In this residence,
there is no fantasy color but rich texture proclaiming the family's tradition and its deep roots in
cultural veins.

Design Concept

Even though there is the typical layout like "three bedrooms + two public rooms", this
apartment is anything but typical. What have been reduced are the pathways and concrete
partitions between rooms. Visual penetration through proper material adds up to a layering of
space creating an air of ampleness.

The concept of the design anchors on the idea of reading. A central focus table dominates the
room with a backdrop of bookshelves in a long vertical system. The bookshelves are backlit
and mingle with mirror panels that further increase the visual depth. All furniture pieces are low
scale; the L-shaped sofa and tea table almost touch the ground. This arrangement increases

visual penetration until the view ends in a continuous silk screen. Changing shadows cast on the screen are like silhouette images in a mysterious mood.

The dining space is particularly full of imagination. A silver white stone dining table confronts an abstract painting in geometrical composition; the visual scene
posits an interesting dialogue of both harmony and contrast.

Bedrooms are all equipped with independent reading zones; in the master bedroom there is a tailored design sitting place for reading linked to a TV cabinet.
The parent's room and child's room have similar layouts and are full of bookshelves.

The residence applies mostly earthy color tones so as to coordinate the selection of materials and lighting quality. Even the neat detail design proclaims a
sound living quality for the family; it is the idea of reading that dominates the space and its family life.
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3. Silhouette impression on silk screen posts a poetic melody 4. Bookshelf line up a precise order while backlit by and ingenious lighting design 5. Mirror panels
clad on parts of the bookshelves create intertwined images of books 6. Reading space and its table position
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7. Spatial layering effect redefines the spatial borders 8. Particularly low-scale furniture pieces open up more space for air and vision 9. Silver white stone table
and abstract paintings layer into an interesting landscape 10. Plan 11. 3.6 meter high space and its reading space layout 12. Dressing table, in the master
bedroom 13. Child's room and a slide, fun, playful and useful as well 14. Parent's room and its reading space
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Material

1. The material used in this family design is based on earth color materials with the
addition of a few bright materials such as silver white stone, tea color glass, and shining
black paint. The purpose for this arrangement is to proclaim a low-profile family's values
in the scholar's tradition.

Communication Note

The dialogue between the designers and the client mostly focused on the right values to
be expressed through spatial layout and ambience shaping. Client needed a very easy-
to-be used space that satisfied the needs of storage, living and reading. Material
selection and the right colors were carefully discussed in both design and construction.
Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz



