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Joey Ho Design Limited; Joey Ho

Born in Taiwan and grew up in Singapore and Hong
Kong, Joey Ho received his M.A. degree from Hong
Kong University; he founded his design firm in 2002
and has since received numerous awards domestic
and abroad.

Interest in multiple cultures globally, Joey loves to
use advanced design solution such as building
direct links between art, architecture and interior
space. His work delivers a strong abstract
impression and can be interpreted by several
natures derived from cultural symbolism.
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1. Exterior view showing the total outlook of the building
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2. Living room joins with the dining room and is full of natural light 3.
Outdoor garden
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4. Glass panel allows a direct visual link between indoor and outdoor 5. Open style kitchen that joins to the dining room

6. Tree pattern wallpaper in the staircase court extends from the lower floor to upper floors 7. A dining room view and its green-filled partition
wall 8. Outdoor garden mingles well with the street trees
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9. Gym on the third floor 10. A staircase 11. Art gallery in the
basement 12. Recreation room in the basement where natural light
comes down from narrow high windows
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1. White color gives the basic tone of the house; the color gives nature a

simple backdrop to perform its sensible rhythm. 2. Living room invites
natural greenery to come in and a glass panel allows light to fill
everywhere 3. Climber plant on the surfaces of the kitchen and dining
room 4. Staircase court is covered with wallpaper images of a forest
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1. Client demanded a home that ties every member together 2. The
building must has a layout inside and out that keeps a balanced
relationship between interior and exterior 3. Major space is not precisely
demarcated but rather keeps an ambiguous zone for further flexible use.
The treatment of the ambiguous relationship also appears in the skin of
the exterior wall 4. "Bracket", an abstract concept of spatial design, it is
tailored into the real plan layout of the house
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Joey Ho and Architect Loh Kahwai worked together to complete this single house
design from the architecture to the interior furnishings. The house is for a three-
member family, and the client's wish was that the house would harmonize with
nature and the surroundings and his family should enjoy intimate family living. Joe's
design takes into serious account natural lighting and ventilation and the building
interior incorporates factors that help people to enjoy a sound family life.

Singapore is geographically located in a sub-tropical zone. The city is full of trees
and greenery is a significant feature of the city. Joey's concept started from
understanding the city then he proposed an abstract concept called "Bracket", as
a way to separate inside and outside while also incorporating inside the outside as
well. According to Swiss linguist Saussure's theory a "sign" is composed of two
elements: signifier and signified, "Bracket" is a bridge that links signifier and
signified in a completely bounded language sign which will deliver a full message of
a language passage. The strategy of "bracket" brings a meaningful message to
any physical thing and everything inside the building does not just fulfill functional
needs but also inspires a passionate embrace.

The idea of "Bracket" is particularly evident in the unique spatial relationship
between inside and outside, up and down. The mutual accounting of bipartition
relationship suggests a happening of a non-restricted family relationship. Even
divided into four different floors the single house has a centralized "court® where
everybody can notice activities in this space. Big windows and ceiling-to-floor
windows introduce natural light deep into the interior; also air is welcome to be led
into the room. The view from the interior is directly linked not just to a private garden
but also to the streets and community. Living inside this apartment harmonizes the
rhythm of all surroundings and nature is a crucial element that enriches the life
inside the house.

White color dominates the interior, and the color easily highlights the outdoor
natural greenery. Glass was also used extensively indoor such as lower cabinet for
the TV and a panel that separates kitchen and dining space. There are two of the
most unique features on the fixed walls demarcating the kitchen and dining spaces;
edible vegetables grow on the surface and enrich the color of the interior. The
passionate embracement of a green life encourages a realization of an even
impossible design feature. A custom designed wall paper exhibiting a forest is
adhered fully from the basement to the upper floor staircase court. When natural
light comes down from above, the space provides the experience like walking
inside a tropical forest.

The bedroom has the significant feature of curving walls that gives the room a dual
character; in one it provide a layering space for good privacy. It also reduces the
precise spatial characteristic of the space. Lighting features can be adjusted
according the user's needs.

The basement is a place where the family can get together and enjoy reading and
other activities. Light and greenery penetrate into the floor and a wall full of climber
plant extends to the ground level garden. The third floor is designated as a gym
where the family members exercising can enjoy terrific views.

The building creates a "bracket" space as an intermediate zone both as a real
physical space for living and a space as a symbol of the family. Clever solutions that
take advantage of the weather and surrounding view, gives the family members a
comfortable living space.
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13. Master bedroom 14. Master bathroom 15.
Child's bathroom 16. Child's room 17.
Basement floor plan 18. The first floor plan 19.
The second floor plan 20. The third floor plan
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