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1. A moment of intimate gathering at dinner time 2. A screen offers not just visual segregation but also functions as a mirror screen, shoe cabinet,
flower pots and umbrella holder
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3. The artistic look was tailored by metal tubes to give a strong impression to the lobby space 4. A view from the kitchen toward the lobby 5. Sun
bathed living space is dominated by its simple furnishing elements and color 6. Renovation effort made large changes from the existing plan that
turned several fragmented quarters into a single space and turned a squeezed bedroom into a spacious living compound.
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1. Wood is treated in many different ways; some were intentionally
chiseled and chopped, and others were treated with smoke 2. Metal
tubes were used to build up a screen and diamond shape metal panels
were used in the pathway partition walls 3. Rustic and exposed cement
surface provides a sense of industry and is modern 4. Antique pattern
tiles were used in the lobby floor, kitchen walls and bathrooms
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1. A large kitchen provides the most convenient use of the space and also
quenches the thirst that is the client's interest in cooking 2. Ample public
zone provides a flexible use of the space with attached reading room
ready to be open when the sliding door is open 3. Fun-Shui consideration
brings a screen to the separate public zone to the bedroom quarter
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7. Open style kitchen is a great space where the client’'s master cooking technique can be performed 8. Living space view. It is noticeable that the

ceiling floor is exposed and artificial lighting fixtures display a dominate position 9. Reading room, can be open or closed depending on the occasion
10. Screen design drawing 11. Plan
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Winter time in Kaohsiung is still bathed under plenty of sunlight, and it is particularly pleasant walking in the sidewalk along
the museum park. This project is an apartment that looks upon the park and enjoys the greenery and the always blue sky and
wonderful air. In making a large layout change the new design brings the dwellers a true comfort of air, light and view. Through
a total relaxation of fixed partitions life here enjoys a particular pleasantness in a commodious space and intimate warmth.
Layering relationship between interior and exterior

Situated on the 11th floor and facing directly to the park the apartment has large windows to gaze far in the distance and enjoy
greenery in the nearby Kaohsiung Museum Park. The existing condition of this apartment had the great advantage in terms of
physical condition and view, yet the plan responded poorly, such as a dead partition that separated the best views from the
master bedroom, and an awkwardly scaled kitchen that also didn’t work well functionally. This renovating effort tried to make
something right, and entice its owner to reside permanently in this city.

The plan was rearranged and divided evenly into two sections following the main structural beams. One large space was
created in the main living zone, which receives the most ample sunlight. This space then carefully defines the zones in
subsequent orders by living, dining, kitchen, and reading spaces. The existing kitchen space has now been turned into a
bathroom and a laundry room. On the other side of the central pathway, there stand a child’'s room and parents’ room. To
satisfy the dwelling needs of members from three generations, the design responds with a precise and efficient layout which is
easily witnessed in the living zone. The flexible use of the living/dining/reading/kitchen single zone offers the most convenience.
Interior furnishing uses lightweight and transparent materials and the TV is anchored by a tube skeleton instead of a fixed
partition wall.
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12. L-shaped pathway forms the central link among the rooms. With transparent materials the pathway receives light from many directions 13.

Reading room ambience when the sliding doors are in close position 14. An intimate reading corner and internal furnishing of the reading room 15.
Kitchen plan before and after conversion

R F“ﬁ_‘ =T

s8N A

-

155



interior DEC 2014

19

16. EEOIREA » NEIEGEHITSH B ARER - RERIZEEETE - 52T AARIBERKIE » WEHTZRIBEF EIRERE IS » —ERESEREZR(E
BIZFFRE - 17. ZHRELUREREB SR » EEBEAIIBERIENABEEARIIRTE » WE MEFEEIEEE » SFENRA - /BRI - 18. AHES
o TEMSBERIVEatEED (&) HAGETEENKFIIPES » EMRINEHTRIS - 19. EABIUZRIERIGE - 20. AR ZCERmMERE - 515
FITTZEMRYS » EEABERIE THEIEEY TR ITER » ELIBEMRCADEREABESHITINEAZERR - 21. L 2EENN—Al » FIBRAHTIEMURME P E REVFHY
TR EM R » IREEBHEEE ~ B RKHIRAZE » ELEFFEM NDIERVERIRSE -

16. Parent’s room and a big effort using fir veneer to cover heavy columns 17. Parents’ room 18. Bathroom view and its surface treatment, using
diamond pattern tiles 19. Bedroom plan before and after conversion 20. Master bedroom view — intimate and warm under winter light 21. Industrial
materials like a diamond shape pattern metal pane was used to clad over the surface of the pathway

Pleasant and relaxing comfort

In the southern region of Taiwan the weather is always sunny and natural light is part of element of the design that no serious
designers should neglect. lvan Chen, the designer carefully selected the materials and the color coating on top of the materials.
He wanted the material to respond to the sunlight in a gentle way. Even some metal materials were used which he subsequently
added color and details to edit out the metallic harshness that could have been detrimental in the living space.

Chen confessed that the design process indeed confronted many difficulties such as fun-shui problem which was seriously
challenged by the elder generation because their old wisdom rejected a direct penetration from the lobby to the living room that
ends at the living quarter. The solution was to use a screen, which was not the typical and conventional fun-shui screen which
is often tedious artwork made up of metal tube, mirror and other materials. This interesting screen is also a mirror, a flower pod
and shoe cabinet. Similar efforts contributed to find new interpretations of material. The partition walls fencing a central pathway
is clad with a diagonal stripe pattern metal panel. This common industrial material responds very well when clad over on top of
a white color wood veneer.

Ivan Chen’s further experiments with materials appear in many ways, for example solid wood chiseled by metal tools and a thin
layer of wood plank was smoked black in both appearance and temperature. Colorful pattern tiles, extinct from the market were
also recreated. Avant-garde material such as white and green color diamond pattern tile was used to cover a large partition
in the kitchen and cover the entire bathroom wall. Color is another important element of the space; in the parents’ room, paint
reduced the thick coloring of the existing material and fir wood veneer immediately provides a more intimate air to the space.
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