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HAO Interior Design Studio / lvan Chen
HAO Interior Design was founded in 2013
and it offers interior design of all kinds
— residences, offices and commercial
spaces. HAO's philosophy is to keep living
in harmony with a sense of beauty and
maintain a good dialogue with nature.
A good living space is not its material
richness but rather the feelings it conveys
to the owners for its surroundings and
towards their fellow residents.
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2. Main entrance is accessed from the glass cover internal court
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3. The space turns from jailed darkness to transparency 4. Warm color veneer contrasts the green color tiles on countertop table
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On a triangular lot in an alley and right behind a garden’s
greenery stands a single floor house with a pitched roof covered
with red tiles and painted in white. Walking into the garden, one
is led by a recently paved stone path, down some twists that
ends at a glass door. The well fenced court and interior meet in a
layer where seemingly none existed before. Here, natural light is
invited in to penetrate deeply into the interior.

Winding path in ample view

The building was built about sixty years ago. On the 116 square
meters lot the building occupies only a humble half of the lot. The
existing building is directly linked to the alley and the main door
is hidden in a very narrow twisted corner. Also, an addition of a
structurally awkward shape hindered its direct and ample interior
quality. Ivan Chen, the designer, proclaimed that the challenge of
this renovation work was to adjust the interior layout and allow the
garden court to be the visual and physical center of the residents’
life.

Chen considered that the existing way to enter the house was
not interesting nor fun but efficient, and sealed the door. Then a
new pathway and main door were created. The purpose was to
reorient the entrance itinerary and allow an interior living space to
directly face the garden court.

The existing layout suffered from a bad lighting quality and an
alternative plan to tackle this by placing a new skylight on the
roof to provide light to the most secluded space. The living space
now has a transparent skin facing the garden and acts as a light
source. Outside the master bedroom there stands a new fencing
wall, which cuts of any troubling views from the neighboring
community and invites high indirect light from above.

Humble pleasure

The spatial demands gave the design a clear picture for the
alternative layout. The space for a couple was enough for daily
needs but the quality of the space was problematic. To take
advantage of its slanting roof which is about four meter height in
the center and gradually slides down to the edge, Ivan created
a continuous space in the front portion to level the strength of the
edge and open it up to the garden. The higher center is allocated
to the public zone and an open style dining and kitchen was
created. This high-quality kitchen and fully equipped facility was
highly demanded by the husband, who loves to cook and is a
connoisseur of good food.
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The space at the low ceiling edge became a Japaness style room. The
room has two floor levels and the bed set is placed at the high floor level. In
the kitchen/dining space, the kitchen cabinets provide ample storage and
creatively a deep niche for electronic appliances. Wood veneer wraps the
space totally and forms the ambience of the wood cabinet. lvan said: even
though the ceiling height was not favorable it was expanded in the vertical
direction to the maximum. The central 2.8 meter long island table plays a
central role and mediates the living room in the horizontal axis.

Material used in this home is rich but harmonizes with the mortar surface and
vivid Spanish tiles. The exposure of the unpainted mortar in both the ceiling
and wall dialogues with the wood wrapped kitchen in a very sensitive way
which brings back memories of the year the building was erected by the
husband’s grandfather. Several old furniture pieces, such as tea pots, and low
chairs, owned by their older generations are placed in several key positions.
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5. Master bedroom view and its low position window 6. A central courtyard invites natural light to enter 7. A view from the bedroom towards a closet
at the pathway’s end 8. Closet matches the living room ambience 9. Master bathroom is wrapped in small size tiles 10. Plan
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1. Extending platform provides a place for leisurely comfort 2. Rustic
resistant floor paved in the public space and bedrooms 3. Wood pattern
tiles cover the bathrooms 4. Countertop surface is clad in Spanish hand-
made tiles 5. Hang lamps above the central island table use natural
material in leather and wood 6. Wood pattern cement panels cover the
ceiling. They match the surrounding LOTOS cement walls
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1. Client loves to cook and demanded a fully equipped kitchen 2. Client
demands a home-office working space 3. Antique collection from client's
dad needed to be well stored and displayed
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