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Traditional Clan Estate

Designer | HAO Design / Ivan Chen

Photographers | Hey!Cheese

Category | three-sectioned compound

Location] Taiwan

Material ] lotos cement, special cement coating, fine bamboo, yellow
cypress, ltalian kiln-fired bricks, Japanese glazed steel tile

Size | 211m?2

Design period | February — August 2017

Completion Date | August 2017 — August 2018
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HAO Design / Ivan Chen

HAO Design expect living to be in an
aesthetic form which is also an attitude.
We try to apply beautiful life experience
to design and to optimize the interaction
between users and spaces. A good space
is not necessarily luxurious. Within our
design, you can see the better life style
and feel the warmth at the interiors. It is
people that complete the whole story and
experience the interiors-House. Hence,
we oftentimes have interiors warm by
keeping old objects and words.
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1. The site is located close to Pin-
Tung Main Train Station; the building
was renovated as a personal living
space and lecture hall. 2. The
building type was looser than a
traditional courtyard house, but
more flexible after being renovated.
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3. Many antique objects were inserted into the building. 4. Even though the building appeared to be abandoned for a while and only main structure
remained intact Chen’s team decided to repair it back to its almost original state. 5. Ceiling is covered with wood panels but invites natural light to
enter from an opening. 6. Antique glass panel was used to match the existing windows of various shapes. 7. The terrazzo floor is mostly reserved but
the scars were patched up by Italian tiles.
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8. FNUBERIEINIEE - FAREERAIBRIVEZEE - 9.10.

LUBSEKIBECHHRIVEISES - FHRBII=HEMROVIRET - 1. RIRISOVEEHREE 0 10. Old kitchen is fixed and open to the public. 9.10. Glass panels replaces several sections of the broken walls. 11. A tranquil evening view. 12. Plan.

A 12, FEE - 13. ZERETEE - 14. =SFTsd 5= - 13. Diagram. 14. Courtyard design — concept drawing.

In this project, the home is more than 60 years old. Although it is a three-sectioned compound, it is not laid out in a traditional
_ “embracing the courtyard” fashion. This reflects the fact that the previous home owners built it up section by section based on
A ' : the clan’s economic means. It is close to Pingtung railway station. Because this part of town was developed earlier in history
and the demographics have aged over time, the homes in this area include a mix of independent houses, makeshift temporary
-~ 0 -~ Lt houses and three-sectioned compounds. From the rooftop, one can observe the passage of time through the style of buildings.
ﬁ,”@ b _ e ok A ﬁﬁ b . When we first started the project, the roof was caving in like ruins. My task was to figure out how to “adapt” the home to a
_ T~y = 1 ; "l ) modern lifestyle without tearing down most of the walls, even though some of them were already crumbled.
&) | - 3. - i i Firstly, we made full use of internal and external space by replacing the existing roof with iron gray matte Japanese tiles.
i = Lrasie 4 ; :n'.jj Sturdy yellow cypress panels were installed in the ceiling along with accents of fine bamboo blocks, allowing the skylight to
demonstrate a sense of leisure. Afterwards, we installed a door in the anterior wall adjoining the back alley and reserved the
j fi#a I I S o anterior space for a washroom. This facilitates more natural light in the home and minimizes the impact of pipe laying on the
L structure of the home. The kitchen wall is replaced by glass, marking a departure from traditional enclosed kitchens, and
13 i “ 4 extends the line of sight to both the living room and the courtyard. All the windows of the hallway retain their original square,
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round and diamond shapes. With the installation of the
vintage stained glass, which is collected over a period
of two years, the Traditional Clan Estate is rejuvenated
as a modern work of art.

Although impractical, the iron windows revoke a
sense of nostalgia. We cut up the iron windows and
refashioned it as railings for the balcony on the second
floor, retaining the beauty of the vintage iron bars. The
original stone wash floor and the old tiles on the wall
are re-waxed and polished in imitation of traditional
methods of construction. Even when it comes to the
height of the floor and the dimensions of the doors,
we abide by the principle of “recover, restore and
add new functionality.” The furniture and decorations
that we brought in are a mix of 1940s to 1980s local
Taiwanese designs and European designs. They
include rare vintage items that | collected from all over
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15. Brick sections witnessed the past and easily brings back vivid old memories. 16. A solid wall was opened up to bring in natural light. 17. Chen
hopes his efforts will allow one page of old memory to be witnessed by a younger generation. 18. Modern sanitary facilities were introduced. 19.

Bedroom view. 20. Playroom

the world over a long period of time, including round wooden stools, Chinese medicine cabinets, rattan curtains, Indian lamps
and German microscopes. In addition, | deliberately retained old bricks in the living room to form a mélange of red bricks from
three different eras. Finally, accents of cypress, cement and terrazzo on the walls, ceilings and floors evoke a down-to-earth

feeling.

Interior design triggers emotions and memories in residents and guests. We accepted this challenge to rebuild a traditional
three-sectioned compound for a modern urban lifestyle. We also planted a tree sapling beside the children’s slide of the
tree house, representing the hope of seeing the tree grow ever taller as the clan’s traditions are handed down generation to

generation.
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1. Lighting fixtures are objects mostly fabricated in the 1950-1960s, and they
are mingled with some new fashionable rattan lighting. 2. The renovation work
adopts material that fits with existing building type but collages with many
furnishing objects from antique stores.
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1. The design restored an aging courtyard house by maintaining
its original elements while still offering more comfortable lighting.
2. Renovation of the utility systems could not damage the existing
structures.
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