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Designer_| Design Apartment / Chung-Han Tang

Participant] Otis Tseng

Photographer| Kyle Yu

Category | Single house

Location ] Xindian, New Taipei City

Materials_ ] stone, metal member, glass, titanium, stainless steel, veneer,
Pandomo

Size | 549m?

Design period ] September - December 2013

Construction period_ June 2014
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1. Herring-bone pattern wood floor provides a tranquil sensibility
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2. Living room has a great view of the mountains 3. The first floor staircase court faces the garden courtyard and outdoor art collection 4. The first
floor staircase court surrounded by nature 5. Solid wood pieces and metal frame form the structure of a bookshelf
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6. A view from the living room towards the staircase court 7. A small tearoom linked to the main structure of the house 8. Reading room 9. A view

from the reading room towards the courtyard gallery
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1. Basement: Pandomo floor and herringbone pattern wood floor makes
a big contrast in the basement. Partition surfaces are mostly oak covered.
Central island table surface uses solid stone. 2. Floors above ground:
materials are varied including wood, stone, metal members, veneers, and
solid wood. Titanium plates were used in the bathrooms.
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1. Three bedrooms were required even though two people usually use
the house 2. The design of each floor has a design theme such as the
basement floor is based on an idea of "sweet dream". 3. An elegant
bathroom — sanitary facilities arranged in an interesting way 4. Utility
conduit was rebuilt in a new position
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10. Utility conduit is rearranged from the periphery to a central
position 11. Attic room in a Japanese style ambience in a
tranquil air 12. Multiple rooms and their spatial settings in
tranquil mood 13. Attic room and an intimate corner where a
small sofa was placed 14. The basement floor plan 15. The
first floor plan 16. The second floor plan 17. The third, fourth
floor plans
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18. Bathroom right behind the bed offers good privacy control 19. Titanium plates are used in the bathroom in a very unique arrangement 20. Solid
white wall shields a walk-in closet behind 21. Gray color in the second floor bedroom gives a sense of tranquility 22. Master bedroom and its spatial
arrangement 23. Master bathroom and its heavy cavity stone sink

This is an independent house built on a hilly terrain. It enjoys great views and the
designer took advantage of the beauty of the natural surroundings. Rather than
provide a very typical Taiwanese hillside house with a prosaic layout Tang gave the
house a new space by taking advantage of the site.

Hill view outward and life inward

Xindian, is a suburban hill location near Taipei. It tends to have many independent
houses in groups, including this recently completed house with five stories. Tang
accepted this commission before the house was completed and pointed out the
many spatial problems. His mission was to reshape the facade and give the space
the best interior layout as its faces beautiful views.

Tang’s first action was to eliminate unnecessary elements and then link the right and
left space with an existing staircase in a more comfortable way as the existing L-shaped




plan did not allow entry from a central axis. Now the main entering procedure is more delicate as one enters first the lobby then
the living space, courtyard gallery and tea room The first floor ends at a reading room. Tang took advantage of the terraced
view facing outward and courtyard view by opening up the window sides in a maximum way. The window views turned out to
be the most beautiful part of the floor; it first faces inward and then outward following a twisting orientation.

Tang tried at first to imagine the house is an actual scholar’'s hermit house secluded from civilization. Furnishing objects and
spatial layout respond to a hermit scholar’s perspective of the laws of nature. A place near the staircase court is a good spot to
contemplate the trees and several art pieces. The teahouse is a most impressive space where a fireplace and seating forms an
intimate setting.

Chasing axis

The second and third floors are both designated for bedrooms, and the attic is a place for contemplation and relaxation. Tang
said the difficulty for any interior design of this kind of house is that the plan is shallow and lacks spatial depth. The only way to
open up the interior is to create a more ample space for vertical linkage, which then completely links the horizontal space on
each floor.

The biggest change of the second floor plan was to move a utility court from he periphery to a central position; this alteration
yields a more ample space for the vertical court. On the other side of the court, there is a reading and guest room that separates

the public zone by a revolving door. The third floor takes the same design strategy but is slightly different in terms of the partition
system. Two independent rooms can be linked when a sliding door is retrieved. One room is for sleep while the other is a walk-
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in closet. When the two connect, the space reveals a dominating space like a big podium waiting for
show time. The attic has a shrunken scale and reveals a sense of intimacy. A secret corner invites the
pleasure of seclusion while the religious sensibility of the space is further enhanced by a wood floor
and several elevated platforms. Under the lowest position of the sloping ceiling there quietly stands a
sofa showered by natural light from a window in the opposite direction.

Party space

The basement space is quite different from the space above ground. The symbolic underground
space is preserved for activity that normally does not occur daily in the heterogeneous world.
Pandomo floor and walls painted in gray blue color invoke a metallic and stylish air. This space is
purely for men and a place for fun—drinking wine, watching movies, playing games, and talking
about cars. There is a glass canopy upward to allow views to a courtyard above ground, where the
client’s collection of vintage cars is displayed. One axis of the basement is a display panel, where an
expensive art collection is carefully placed. At the end of the gallery, a door leads to a music room,
where a jazz drum and other instruments are well in position. Other rooms in the basement include
an audio-video room and a wine cellar. A big table is situated in a physical center of the basement,
surrounded by objects in a very similar color and stylistic tone.

24. A view from the kitchen’s central island preparation table towards a pathway 25. Collection cabinet displays many items 26. A room for
playing Jazz and a door leading towards the entertainment room 27. A view from the party table towards the staircase court 28. Party space in the
basement, a place that gathers fun from cars, games, wine and other entertainment
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