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B.A. Tamkang University

Master of City Design. Harvard University
M.A. Columbia University

A.LLA. New York State

R.O.C. registered architect
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Designer Wei-Min Lee Architect / Wei-Min Lee

Participants ; Ren-Zen Pan, Sie-Zin Chen, Wei-Wei Din, Chian Lee, Yun-
Chin Tan, Yun Chen

Photographer; K. M. Lee, T.Liu

Category ; rent apartment

Location ; Chien-Dao, China

Materials ; marble, paint, dyed oak, mosaic, glass, carpet, emulsion paint
Size ; about 77 meter square (project A, B)

Design period ; June-July 2007

Construction period ; August-September 2007
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1. Elevated walking "bridge" brings dialogue to the river (©OK. M. Lee)
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2. Glass panel fences the border on the mezzanine level (©
K. M. Lee) 3. Glass window frame is virtually invisible in
nature (OK. M. Lee) 4. Existing plan 5. Plan after revision
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In many important cities, residential quarter along beaches,
ocean or riverside always provide the privilege of great views and
certainly enjoy the best investment value. Chien-Dao, a city that
will host the 2008 Olympic sail-boat race, has recently had great
momentum in real-estate development from housing, hotel,
retail, and relaxation service business. This rental apartment
faces a great bay view and is located in newly developed zone
for short-term leasing for business personals and inland
travelers.

A room with a view

In the recent economical boom, Chien-Dao has becoming very
international; there are streets developed for nightlife and this
unique apartment is right on one of such bar streets. A
professional team maintains it and each unit is a suite with a
balcony directly facing the sailboat-racing course. It can be easily
imagined how beautiful it is when one will be able to enjoy the
sail boat race on the balcony.

The interior height expands to 4.8 meter with a mezzanine level
lifting the living quarters to its upper level. The living room takes
advantage of the great view directly expanding to the outdoor
balcony. The interior fine wood floor directly linked to the outdoor
floor creates a seamlessly link of indoor and outdoor. Natural
lighting offers a delight for sun-chasers and the interior allows the
light to permeate into the deepest corners.

A glass panel fences the mezzanine level and it increases visual
penetration to the bay view. An air bridge links to a reading spot

where an elevated bookshelf is clinched on the wall as a floating

object. Passing upon the "bridge" gives great pleasure to
ponder the harmony between interior and exterior.

Internal Joy

Because the project has a very simple program, the designer
had to avoid boredom and reduce the uniformity of its spatial
quality; Mr. Lee believes that good details would build spatial
layering and increase the illusive depth that is always lacking in
small-scale space. Peepholes appear on the surface of cabinets
as such a consideration to bring interest to the space and
increase spatial depth. Split views are elicited instead of direct

views.

Furniture piece and their selection bring another perspective of
Lee's strategy; he uses furniture of different fashions in he same
room thus creating informal delight. Modern painting, floor
textures tea-tables at a low height all mix into a picture of a
relaxing life that is unshackled by tight schedules and city life.
Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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6. A view from the lobby to the gallery and living quarters (©K. M.
Lee) 7. An ample and highly elevated view to the internal front
surface (OK. M. Lee) 8. Bedroom (OT. Liu)
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9. Interactive view and visual exchange between
indoor and outdoor (©K. M. Lee) 10. Existing plan
11. Plan 12. A view from the living room to the
kitchen and lobby (©T. Liu) 13. Living room and
its view-casting balcony (©T. Liu) 14. Bedroom
(OT. Liu)




