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Yun-Yin Interior Design / Ray Lee

2000 Director and founder, Yun-Yih
Interior Design

CSID Director

Instructor, CYCU

Instructor, CJU

From 2014 to 2019, Ray Lee won six
years successive iF awards. Ray also
won a Red Dot Award, ICON Award, IDA
Award, JCD Award, GOOD DESIGN
Award, FX Award, K-DESIGN Award,
A'DESIGN Award, Asian Design Award,
and TID Awards, to name but few.

1. REDFETREAERFITUIGEES - 10
VERIBFRT2A -
1. This experimental coffee shop is
not open to the public but restricted
to invited guests.
]
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2. The upper part kept the existing rustic surface; the lower part exhibited a pure white and fine surface. 3. The seating arrangement is mostly for four

people. The large central table is for group gathering. 4. Plan. 5. Basement space is unique.
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6. The space displays an ironic language. 7. Transparent plastic chairs virtually diminish the role of the seating
elements. 8. Spotted lights land on the table and pathway. 9. Adjustable lighting design allow the space to be
experienced in different ways.

Ray Lee said: “l want to build a space in a paradox.” Indeed this is it. This coffee shop displays
in people’s eyes both an archaic primitiveness and futuristic fantasy. Exposed utility pipes and
unpolished walls dialogue ironically with the remaining polished plywood walls painted in pure white.
This space will be a coffee shop but only for one year. This unique program stands like a lab, to
promote coffee culture for home baked beans and hand brewed coffee.

The shop does not offer service for the public but rather selected clients. Housed in a basement it
is the proper size for the program but it appeared like a ruin in its existing condition. Exposed metal
bars and eroded concrete surfaces made the space more like a haunted space with no maintenance.
The client’s spatial demand is simple; he expected the space to be a social nexus for his coffee bean
business, and usually two to eight people with a maximum of twenty guests will be invited to be gather
here.

The design’s style is more surreal than what daily experience bears but virtually all of the invited
guests enjoy. The positive reaction has pumped up the confidence for the client, who decide to open
up his name brand shop for public.

Irony

Ray Lee claimed that the concept of the design was derived from brain consciousness — the left
brain and right brain function differently but their impulses coordinate in the central neuron to send
messages to the body. The space was virtually cut in half; the upper part reveals a rustic manner like a
ruin while the lower part is polished, fine like a white box. A white statue featuring a body figure stands
in the middle of the shop as a symbol of an embryo, the way a human is born, and simultaneously the
expectation of future coffee shops from one to many.

The space is enliven by the most simple material — plywood and exposed concrete. Even the existing
scars from multiple damage have been preserved. Several positions were covered by formwork to
exhibit a consistent fashion. Simply designed white tables and transparent plastic chairs give the
space a surreal impression.
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Lighting in rich layering

An electronic box is located right behind the counter table and it is an impressive element which has been rearranged in a way
more like an art installation. Attractive lighting focuses on the box and turns the simple utility element into a cyberpunk gadget.
The lighting design can transform the space into a theater, and all the fittings are easily changed to meet designated demands.
The sharp contrast between lighted and dark spots brings a dramatic energy to the space. Reflection and deflection of the
lights that penetrate the plastic chairs amplify an uncanny fantasy with dramatic power.
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14. SEIRELBFEMREHIAD » DENLIRIE - 15. ERDBEEFERIRIEAMEE » FERFEERERK -
10. A baby figure is an emblem of the space. 11. Working area and pantry. 12. One man sitting confronts counter face to face. 13. Lighting quality is
dramatic. 14. Light and shade are like an abstract painting. 15. Formwork was used in certain positions.

AT Material Analy sis i —

1. EHZERGRK - MEEREM - LUNEREERIRFTISZERIE »
M PFIRR B ERR - R TE - 2. B2 R DS DEELIRIEM B -
B MEEE) RS - 3. IBBIEE S EEN » RERE EREESID -
W FEYCHRITII R IR ERE TR

1. To expand the visual depth and inflate the size of the space, the
design kept the existing exposed concrete walls and only added
white ones. 2. The space emits a feeling like an abandoned lot.
3. Lighting creates a dramatic contrast between brightness and
darkness.

FESBEEL Communication Note I
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1. This experimental coffee shop will exist for only one year. It is not open to
the public but selected business partners. 2. To impress guests with both the
coffee and spatial fun, the design creates a sharp difference that maintains the
existing exposed concrete in the upper position while adding polished white
walls in lower one.
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