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Designers | Wei Yi International Design Associates / Shin-Yuan Fang

Participants | Teresa, Cindy

Photographers | Ding Jheng

Category | Residence

Location] Taiwan

Materials | Paint, environmentally friendly oak wood flooring, metal,
terrazzo, copper, stone, ltalian travertine

Size | 200m?

Project year | 2020
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1. ltalian marble panel features a rich grain that resembles a Chinese ink paintings. 2. Floor plan.
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Wei Yi International Design Associates /
Shin-Yuan Fang

Shin-Yuan Fang graduated from the
National College of Art, holds a master
degree for Interior design from Chung
Yuan University and has worked in
well-known architectural and interior
design firms prior to establishing Wei Yi
International in 2003. His interests run
to urban culture and humilities and he
often does research on related issues
via frequent deep travel. The firm is
committed to implementing minimalist
design to various scales of projects
and is mindful about how minimum
design influences the use of space.
The company’ s works are frequently
published by well-known magazines,
locally and abroad, including Germany
PLACES OF Spirit, Italian ELLE DECOR,
Marie Claire ltaly, Home Living, Interior
and the Best. The firm has received
awards from Taiwan TID, HongKong
APIDA, and various international award
like WAFINSIDE award, iF Germany, Red
Dot award and A’ Design. The minimalist
design principles originated within the
framework of Modernism, Song Dynasty
aesthetics and wabi-sabi culture notions,
to systematically integrate culture, art and
environment concerns into design.
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3. Project site located in Taipei city Dazhi area, with amazing views of Taipei's downtown airport and river front view. 4. The independent white box is
the focal point of the entire project. Inspired by the bluetooth speaker, the designer expects this will create an interesting music practice space. 5.
Sliding door conceals the entertainment media cabinet that also doubles as an artwork display surface. 6. The design team is very familiar with the
owner’s design tastes therefore they continued the clean white motif and revel in a vitality in a pure tone. 7. Independent box with no direct connection
to its surroundings The box is constructed of a five moveable framing system that can be easily taken apart if different spaces needs arise.
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Auditorium,means “place of hearing” in Latin, Designer Fang commented this is
the second time this client commissioned Wei Yi Design to design their home.
As their three children have rapidly grown up, the family is facing a changing life
style with different space needs. Not drastic but profound changes that inspired
Fang. In the old home, children all played piano but now they have diverse
instrument choices and that is where the design team identified “music practicing
time” as the design starting point. Based on the existing life style framwe work
they reorganized the space to reflect the changes in life experience.

The project is presented with an overall warmth and simple characteristic using
white Malay paint to set the background tone with continuous windows allowing
generous sunlight to pour into the space. The overall appearance is elegant
but approachable, the essence of the space truly reflects the inner mood of
the occupants. Within this project, Fang Shin-Yuan experimented the possible
change and tension white tone can achieve. How to express refinement without
compiling complicated details and flashy materials was the challenge of the
project. In contrast to the common perception of a cold and monotonous feeling
about white, designer Fang believes the vitality of a project is not about how
colorful the finishes are but rather it relies on careful planning to fulfill the needs,
making interesting space that leads to better living experience.
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8. Large opening for easy instrument replacement installation. Special wall finishes and an
additional acoustical barrier reduces sound leakage concern. 9. A carefully angled geometric
volume and opening size enhances acoustical performance. 10. Cartoon portrait of the three
children who were the whole design project's main focus. 11. The box in-between space as
linkage between the work and living space.




A box full with musical surprises

How to turn instrument practice into a fun time in daily life? Fang transformed a type of common modern technology, a blue
tooth speaker into a free standing white box that will function as a music classroom within the living container. The entry into
the white box is not only a simple opening on the wall, the geometric shape and angle of inclination were all carefully reviewed
with an acoustical consultant to ensure sound resonate quality, and the effect of sound through the opening as if it flows out of
the Bluetooth speaker. The full height windows and open plan layout compose a melodious dance music while the white box
structure is not connecting to any surrounding walls, freely floating between the two different fields of working and living space.
In addition, intentional oversized openings anticipate future instrument replacement needs. In addition to adding traditional in
wall acoustical barrier insulation, also applied was new acoustical wall paint material to resolve sound proofing challenges.
Fang explained the white box consists of five moveable frames that can be dissembled and re-assembled at any time to
facilitate new needs of the growing children, and provide more possibilities for the script of life.

The light colored furniture in the living room continues the brisk and light rhythm. The multi directional seating combination
allows the occupants to interact with both interior and exterior experiences and the hidden entertainment center makes the
living room simple and pure. The sliding door was designed to hold a large size painting to enhance the artistic and cultural
meaning of the space. Elegant Italian white travertine panels with rich grain that resemble a Chinese water-ink landscape
painting adds a humanistic atmosphere. As for the master bedroom in the private sector, the open grille screen defines different
functions and maintains a spatial penetration quality. Black elements in the space create a sublime calming feeling. The master
bathroom is generously finished by a white Malay lacquer paint and terrazzo flooring, with a solid panel door and transparent
glass. The transformation between solid and void, virtual and reality highlights the beauty of contradictions.

Designer Fang believes that “the essence of space is to fulfill the desire.” A place of hearing was his insight into the wishes
of the family. Via the expression of spatial structure and elements he composed this piece of music, outperforming the
expectations of the family’s view about home.
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12. The contrast of solid door panel with transparent glazing panels interprete the idea of solid versus void . 13. View of Master bedroom with calming
dark color scheme finishes. 14. Master bathroom finished with a special white wall paint finish and light color terrazzo flooring with delicate metal
details consist of lightness and confer. 15. Island style sink counter design allows light and air flow through the space.
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1. The main space is finished with white Malay lacquer, and the semi-
open bookshelves and drawing wall in the work space are presented in
contrasting tones to create a balanced effect. 2. The ecofriendly wood
flooring is only finished with protective coating. The owner needs to pay
special attention to its maintenance. 3. The project only used authentic
brand name finish materials with rich but not flashy textures. 4. In terms of
lighting strategy, only indirect lighting was used to illuminate the main space.
Other spaces are furnished with a small single spotlight
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1. This is the second time the owner commissioned We-Yi to design
their family home. The design team was focused on how to create
a new spatial experience for the family within an understanding of
existing framework and preference. 2. There was a need to create a
coordinated and functional environment that met the needs of three
children learning three different type of instruments. 3. The feature
space of the project is the “white box” that connects the living room
and working space. The opening is directly linked to the acoustical
requirement.

75



