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Designer | Neri&Hu Design and Research Office / Lyndon Neri, Rossana Hu
Participants | Dirk Weiblen, Ellen Chen, Josef Zhou, Karen Lok, Mark Zhan,
Cristina Felipe, Yiran Wang, Lorna de Santos, Yutian Zhang,
Sophia Panova, Isabelle Lee, Brian Lo, Zhao Yun, Xiaowen
Chen, Christine Neri, Siwei Park, Litien Poeng, Haiou Xin
Photographer_ Dirk Weiblen
Category | Performance and Exhibition Center
Location| China
Materials | Oak, Grey Sandstone, Concrete, printed Walnut & Oak on
aluminum, Bronze-colored metal, Dark bronze stainless, Glazed
Tile, Bronze-colored metal mesh, Matte blackened steel, Mirror
Size | 15,700m?2
Design period_| August 2013 —October 2015




Lyndon Neri and Rossana Hu

2R3z BF0EAL0M Lyndon Neri and Rossana Hu

Lyndon Neri and Rossana Hu are the Founding Partners of
SR37 BAEAZ0M LB BN 5 20268 5TH3T2  (Neri&Hu) - Neri&Hu Design and Research Office, an inter-disciplinary
—RILEBRPE EE - EREMNGEE DWW ARAENIZIT | international architectural design practice based in
LB ST AT - B ERIIL 3525 F0 (Design | Shanghai, China, with an additional office in London, UK.
Republic) - 2015 IF » S35 BAERLME EZR R EEEMH | They are also Founders of Design Republic. Neri&Hu are
S FFR/DE0INEEER TR » 2014 OF » W R G #HI%#SE | named Maison&Objet Asia Designers of The Year 2015
{Wallpaper*) &7 TEEFLETEN - 2013 & » ASEZ=E (% | and Wallpaper* Designer of The Year 2014. In 2013, they
PEEETY BAE - Y STHAZTZ454E 2011 £F INSIDE 5% | were inducted into the U.S. Interior Design Hall of Fame.
STEAKEE - 2010 TEE LR IET mcn AR FTIREIELE - Their practice was the 2011 INSIDE Festival Overall Winner,
PR BIEIRES VR IR NERET 2 AN - SRFHEAEAL0MEE | won AR Awards for Emerging Architecture in 2010 by i
75 B2 15 BD Barcelona Design, Classicon, Gandia Blasco, | Architectural Review. —i Sha ]
JIA, LEMA, Meritalia, MOOOI, Parachilna, Stellar Works Besides award-winning architecture and interiors, Neri&Hu i

PURANBEYE (neri&hu) R B ERMSETEGRST © have designed products for brands including BD Barcelona B 2 =
Design, Classicon, Gandia Blasco, JIA, LEMA, Meritalia, :
MOOQOI, Parachilna, Stellar Works, neri&hu, among many
others. ’ o - i *
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1. EBGERIZEEE - RIESIROMOIBITELRIE - 2. BIUTESINEBITEEERTERESLEM © » SSHIRE LR ESIRK -
1. Curvature softens the heavy texture of building stones 2. Numerous metal tubes growing down from the ceiling gives impressions of reverse gravity
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“Moving elements in a city, and in particular the people and their activities, are as important as the stationary physical parts. We
are not simply observers of this spectacle, but are ourselves a part of it, on the stage with the other participants.” -- Image of the
City, Kevin Lynch

The ongoing events and visitors that inhabit this urban oasis, together with the designed spatial elements, bring a transformative
and invigorating life to a neighborhood in the making. As Shanghai expands, the Honggiao District has become its new vibrant
neighborhood because of the concentration of Honggiao Railway and Subway Station, Honggiao Airport, the new Convention
Center and the CBD. The developer Shui On Land, the mastermind behind the Xintiandi development introduced the HUB
mixed-use development in the heart of this new district. The highlight of this complex is the Performance and Exhibition Center
that is envisioned as the “hot spot” of culture and arts of the new neighborhood.

The interior concept draws inspiration from landscape to create a nature-like environment that provides retreat from the heavily
built context and visual overload of contemporary culture. The performance center interior is perceived as a five-story urban
oasis in the form of as a solid rock set inside the exterior envelop; spaces are carved out and programmatic elements inserted.
Visitors arriving from the subway station find themselves walking into an underground space, with the ceiling covered in metal
tubes mimicking the roots of the forest above.

A dramatic escalator tunnel with deep ceiling coves brings one out of the ground into the primary exhibition hall. A floating
canopy of wood sticks hovering over the three-story atrium transforms the space into a forest. Gallery openings are wrapped in
interlocking solid sandstone and light walnut balustrades. Wherever a visitor is, his/her role as the spectator and the partaker of
a performance on stage is constantly alternating as one meanders along the cavernous galleries and bridges.

Hidden above at the upper levels is the treasure box — a 750-seat performance hall with floating screens, associating with
the bamboo slips from ancient China to “record” the stories inside. One can discover other delightful spaces carved into the
sandstone mass throughout — golden toilet cubicals; cigar room, salon, and bars as wooden houses inserted into the rock; halls
of mirror in black-glazed tiles with green toilet rooms; bronze elevator cabs; private VIP rooms dressed in hand-painted tiles that
narrate the story of Honggiao District's humble past; and a golden trellis inside the VIP Lounge dotted with intricately crafted
pendant lights. Text By Neri&Hu Design and Research Office

3. FEFRESE 750 EFE(] - BESDETSNEE ~ BiE ~ FBEE) - 4. TTRAEFRECREIEZ T » 2IRFTMBINWREVERTSRIZSE -
3. Auditorium hall can easily accommodate 750 guests for all kinds of activity 4. Screens back-lit by spotlight
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5.6.VIP SBIBLAEH ZREE » NIALLEIEERE BIBIERE D EENLL 1M o 7.8, EESIEFR BARIEHL » (LIRS — MR SEED -
5.6. VIP bar is paved by limestone and divided by a fine-metal craft screen 7.8. Woodwork appears in the corner position







U I

ke j. : HA

9. EMENERE » ZEIBZFIERZEE T » JesEReERtE - 10. SAFRERERS EH AL ZESS TR - 11. B E T EmAG MY RV AR e -
BB RENERBEAZ tt - 12. EE=HRAPTEHR » & F ANFRERIDVIEENZER

9. Sparking but mystic light glares behind the metal screen 10. Lavatory houses several impressive metal boxes 11. Green tiles in the lavatory
contrast with the gallery color 12. VIP room in a bright and leisurely’ ambience
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MDA Material Analysis mEE  ——
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1. Slab and building stone were used to create an internal space like a
grotto 2. Metal members were turned to resemble natural elements such
as tree roots and bamboo plates 3. Metal tubes hang below the ceiling
defying gravity like magic 4. Local cultural elements were introduced
extensively such as the blue-and-white tiles and metal screen

FESEEEL Communication Note m——

FEE DI EaYILERRESR » (B —F I RE D\ EEFE IR R
B « REHFE R EMENN S/ BT RMtinIpssE < — » 2]
SERIRIIFEESIA “The HUB” EAREDIN) » I AFISERFTE I EFIMN S
HERE > EFEUWREEEHETIVERNEEIVANAGETE « HPR T iRBIFKE
FIISZER ~ RESISEEINZCRTES 2N - I3 583T VIP BRESZ ~ (K2R ~
SEIEE/)\EUSI VB RRIEYS -

The huge expansion of the Shanghai city scale penetrates deep into the
Honggiao district which used to be known as the site for its airport. The
huge development introduced by Lian Real-Estate has already The HUB
and an auditorium. Neri & Hu were commissioned to build a five story
cultural complex which provides space for many kinds of cultural events
from lectures to exhibitions.
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13. BRI EEBRAKOUI N THIECE - SHRERIES - 14. B EFE 15. it N —EFEE -
16. —12FEE - 17. T EE - 18. =12FHEE - 19. BT EE - 20. XHIIEE - 21. @ESIEE -

13. Corridor link to the escalator displays a futuristic ambience

14. Plan — basement corridor 15. B1 plan 16. The first floor plan 17. The second floor plan 18. The third
floor plan 19. The fourth floor plan 20. Atrium section 21. Tunnel section
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