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Designer | archinexus / Tai-Lai Kan

Participants ] H. S. Hung, P. C. Fen, Y.C. Wang

Photographer] C. Y. Lu

Category | Residence

Location_| China

Materials | woodwork, leather, mirror, bamboo floor, chamois leather, artificial
crystal, marble, titanium plated stainless steel

Size | 368m?

Design period | January — March 2014

Completion period ] August 2015

T » BNILPR 2004 5F : RAEIHZER TEYDL - archinexus, founded in 2004 by Mr. Tai-Lai Kan, a leading-edge design
iy EF'é%%%?HE%B'J*ﬁ?E [DE%4 archlnexus s practice based in Taipei City, is a creative and collaborative design firm
with extensive practical experience, especially renowned for strong
design across a variety of high-profile projects. Dedicated to innovative
problem solving and design excellence, archinexus is a team of highly
qualified design professionals daring to dream as well as those who are
capable of making dreams come true.

GENERAL DIRECTOR / Tai-Lai Kan

XE%S%F‘J%%E'J‘JEE ME o General Director of archinexus

mes  HEEs Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation, Columbia
IR St TR AT / University / New York, NY - Master of Science in Advanced Architectural

Design (with honors)

Graduate School of Architecture, Cornell University / Ithaca, NY -
Graduate Study of Architectural and Urban Design

Department of Architecture, Tunghai University / Taichung, Taiwan -
Bachelor of Architecture

AWARDS

2015 — Excellent and Influential Design, 10th Chinese Architecture and
Interior Furnishing Fair

U - . - 2014 — Interior Design Excellence Award
2010 55/ \ ISR ANESHIREE ST Ry an Ry A 8E 2010 - The 8th Modern Decoration International Media Prize, Annual

2009 SEEMFISTALE RIFEZCRILE TID 5& Commercial Space Award
2009 - The TID Award of Commercial Space
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1. Public zone — main living hall is ample and filled with art objects like a crystal “cascade” piece
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Shanghai is a metropolitan hub filled with people seeking a bright future. How people try to define the meaning of a luxury
apartment in the city is constantly changing and being challenged. The design for a businessman’s home is an excellent
example of luxury for his family members and guests for social purposes.

Tai-Lai Kan’s plan simply defines the private and public zones. The public zone includes a grand hall for social needs, a dining
space independent from other spaces, a kitchen in two quarters and a guest room. The public zone is convenient for use in
relation to the designated exclusive quarter. The private zone is centered by a family room and a bar area. Reading room,
master bedroom, parents’ rooms, children’s’ rooms, butler’s room and service space all geared in a precise order.

Mr. Kan said the concept of this apartment came from an idea of an "open system"; it is as if each space can choose to join
or depart from its adjacent one. He believed that every space should be flexible in function and easily converted for another
need if so desired. He used many sliding doors such as those that appear between reading room and bedroom, to provide the
flexible join among spaces or secure privacy.
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2. Public zone: marble floors dialogue with the leather wrapped ceiling 3. Public zone: dining room for 12 guests. Crystal chandelier dominates the
space 4. Public zone: gallery leading from the foyer to the dining hall 5. Public zone: kitchen and luxury appliances

Kan’s poetic metaphors give the domicile an exceptional beauty. Mountain, cloud, river, and forest are the themes translated
from language to visual impression. Mountain appears on the two main partition walls where the marble cladding imprint gives
the impression of a peak of mountains; a crystal laced panel in the reception vista invites views to a running stream. Four
sliding doors covered in crystal surface receive the surrounding views on the nebulous surface. When the doors are open, the
bedroom and living quarter are fully surrounded by the materiality of bamboo in various wove patterns and styles. This abstract
and literary translation of images bring not only reality to mind but rather usher in a more imaginative representation of people’s
mind; Kan believes this Deja-vu experience is what a good interior space should deal with.

Imitation to nature is a motive of Kan’s concept since he believes that we all live in an artificial world while facing the longing
of beginnings as if we always dreams about something beautiful but it was left in the past. Nature is something that we always
think about and return to.
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6. Private zone: reading room and bar area view 7. Private zone:
reading room, as an extended space to the master bedroom 8. Private
zone: family room for entertainment and family gathering 9. Private
zone: titanium plated material and gray color mirrors dominate the space
under light
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10. Private zone: master bedroom is shield by a curved
screen artistically crafted 11. Private zone: master
bedroom view 12. Private zone: master bathroom and
its spatial layout in three layering 13. Private zone:
walk-in closet and dressing room 14. Plan
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15. Private zone: parent’s room and delicate design for sound-proof 16. Public zone: guest room in intimate ambience 17. Private zone: kid’s room
and its main wall painted in diamond shape pattern
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1. Social space is convenient and can be converted to fit different activity
2. Public zone and private zone should be divided into a precise border
which can be joined when demanded 3. Private sector is dominated
by a bar area and family room surrounded by other functional space 4.
Abstract representations of mountain, cloud, river and forest are some of
dominating materials in this luxury home
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1. Artificial crystals were used in the art installation, lighting fixture,
sliding doors — representative of "water" 2. Chamois leather was used in
covering ceilings for good acoustic quality 3. Gray mirror, titanium plated
stainless panels were used on the surface of the cabinets 4. Bamboo
floor and veneers are used to pave the bedroom floors
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