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Qianyi Lin, Dongzi Yang
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Various Associates is an architecture
and interior design practice working
regionally and internationally on
research-based design projects.VA was
founded in 2017 as a team of designers
from an international background with
professional expertise in architecture,
interior design, material design, graphic
and interaction design. The studio is
developing ambitious high-end projects
including boutique hotels, restaurants,
retail spaces, workspaces and galleries.
VA focuses on enhancing spaces
and developing material details using
bespoke approaches to give unique
visual expressions to each project.
VA also gives artists and designers a
platform to collaborate and reimagine
new ways to be creative and break down
barriers between the arts.

1. IR BHRERNEEMNGEESEEE
BARFFENIR EBIARBIR - 2. IEEEENER
EIRIL - DA T8s ) (FRER - 3B
SEHIKIBN 2/5RBEE » HEISHAR
OEIREMR ©

1. Silver color folding surface
platform divides the visible
orientation in two directions.
2. Building facade gives the
impression of a theater backdrop.

55



EWBEREHINEIENBIRE - 55— U7 > Wige Bl EEE I E - G
A—PEZR S SR A - BRI il i (R B E B T BB (% - SR L FE
TEEARE -

TUERINEIS

AR MAL AR LA

E=NZEEEET E - (SO)What H EEREE Ky 85 1& AWM B # - PRISERE fnoK 2 EURS
B Em ELAE LD - S EIE =GR e mE - seHmESII B E - R A EE
| HTREPRA M E KA (E AR - DINIES UL EIATRR - Bt - Seat BB PR A=
Co== MM | BTAKIEIES EEE LN ERVER I - B AW IR 2 R ey gt o FENTT

""""""" | R R SR BT RIS - 48 TN TR U A 2R 5 -
8 Efga s M HEESERAN > WEERESE  H— ENWEEFS5R
3.6 SKEL 3 oK > FERHUEHYEE FEEME - B T G RIRIE NRARYZEEZ AL - RIS A F s - S22 MR R R B
¥ > et ey RO G LED SBR(F RE 5 - R T REIHSMEaiEmE R - BRI DB S e f o~ P
RARSE > RERCEEFFREIEE) - R BRI IL I S E -

TEANEN - 50 %Y 20 BRHY LED Bk D2 - B 7 AE 180 /KPSy » tha] RS T )7 e fI & A - &
L EREE A ERYERIRTT - A TREIF £ - B 7R EET B NG R G SRS - Rt hn B Ay E R 2 oy
Bz o H{ER A 2 =P e R RIS e R RS E RS B A RAR - PSR R R A A T IE P - S S22 360
FERIERIGIIRG 5 > AN E BRI - SERDUIINE AR TREGE




R S T o
1\.‘ ¥ il "\b. .
. . il

3.1 1 EE - 4.LED E=REE 180 EINKFEEE) » B BFAFITHIEEAE - 5. 55 ~ RIS » FATDSTNIZERIEER - 6.7. UK E CAIFFIVIR
BEES - 8. IR MIRESENE - HEERo0VSHEIR - EISSRSTZERIEYS e b - 9. 15R » —EEREESIVENIR < 10.2 BRIEREEMEHEE
BB - RZEREIIARIREML - 1.2 1 8FEE -

3. The first-floor plan. 4. LED screens can tilt and twist a full 180 degree. 5. Immersed audio-video experience in the main space. 6.7. Fitting rooms
interior. 8. Silver color surface and mirrors reflect the surroundings and mix into a hallucinating screen. 9. Staircase court. 10. The second-floor ceiling
formation. 11. The second-floor plan.
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12. Black mirror extends the view into infinity. 13. Spatial
volumes follow strict geometrical orders.

interior MAY 2022

(SO)What is a store unable to be defined. It is a place representing
the individualism of contemporary women. The location of (SO)What
is in a pivotal position in Chengdu; the site has a visual and symbolic
prominence that invites residents to feel curious and wander in.

A stage in a city

(SO)What is a street away from Taikoo Li Mall, and with its prominent
position people enjoy taking a stroll within. The design solution faced
the challenge to provide visual interest to casual strollers and the



design needed to have a strong impression associated with its local identity. The design concept was to embrace the street
frontage as a stage allowing the maximum public use, and (SO)What turned out to be the visual center of the stage.
Transparency dominates the fagade of the store, and light illuminates the internal structural posts so all the activities inside give
the direct impression similar to a theatrical play.

Immersed show

The main customers of (SO)What are youth born after 1985 as they belong to a generation willing to challenge tradition. The
space is different in style and arrangement of a typical retail store, rather it is like a theater surrounded by tech gadgets and
moving screens. The design’s intent was to bring a new shopping experience that hasn’t yet been seen in the city.
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Large LED screens give the shop an exclusive visual impact and they meet the floor
height in two dimensions at 3.6 meter and 3 meter height. The screens can project
clips of promotional products and can display scenery shots that are the backdrop of
the space.

The huge LED screens use the most recent seamless display technology, and the
panels can tilt as well as go up and down. Their weight was calculated and reinforced
along with the existing building forms. Special rings fix the panels as they are firmly
stable without any possibility of falling. The layout of the huge screens gives the space
an immersive embrace and the stereo sound environment is unprecedented.

The product display objects are designed to be easily removed to yield more space
for special events, and a computer system can control the lighting and sound quality to
match the show on the screen.
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14. Big screen is both a backdrop of the main theater and it is the show of the theater. 15. The screen is a central piece of the store. 16. Black color
set is the backdrop panel for the product display. 17. Mirror surface display cabinet. 18. Fitting rooms in black color. 19. Fitting rooms. 20. Details of
the fitting room show offs a unique character when is surrounded by black color materials.
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Exquisite beauty

The main space is surrounded by black and white color partitions so that the screens and their clips form the only focus of the
interior. The shopping quarter also uses dark colors as the backdrop and the lighting illuminates the shoppers so as to spotlight

their positions as the center of the visual focus.

The ceiling is partially covered by mirrored material, and the reflections expand the space in infinite views. A silver color
reflective surface platform and light-reflective corrugated display cabinets all give the space a surreal mode. A fitting room right
behind the display cabinets is hidden and the interior is pure black with a mysterious ambience. The lighting quality seems to
challenge a shopper’s psychological endurance when she faces a tranquil blackness and mirror reflection of her lonely self.

AT Material Analysic
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A huge LED screen hangs in the sky gives the store a never-seen
experience. Corrugated metal board, mirror stainless steel panel, and
the silver color metal panels dialogue with the black and white color
backdrops and LED screen to form a surreal space.
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(SO)What is a well-known store, and the store has the following motto:
“We are not what you think; we are not what we used to be” . The

design seeks to be unprecedented and the space can be used for any

event.
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