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P A L Design Group / Joey Ho

P A L Design Group Design Partner,
Ho is convinced that the essence of
design is to inspire people to understand
the infinite possibilities of life. He has
participated in various design projects
in various types such as hotels,
residences, commercial, educational
and public institutions, etc., with project
located in the United States, Australia,
Singapore, India, Indonesia, Hong
Kong and China. He has won numerous
distinctive worldwide design awards and
honors, including the Andrew Martin
International Interior Design Award, the
British FX International Interior Design
Award, and the American Interior Design
Magazine Design of the Year Award,
Frame Magazine Interior Design Award,
IFI Global Design Excellence Award,
INSIDE World Interior Design Award.
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1. Designed from the idea of
"natural”, and using modern
techniques to inject oriental
atmosphere into the dining space.
2. Floor plan.
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3. Lounge bar was placed at the entrance, shaping a relaxing atmosphere. 4. The upward extension of the linear elements represent tree branches. 5.
Feature wall behind the bar, special printed glass presents a landscape effect that is echoing the stone finish below. 6. Reception counter establishes
the circulation.
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7. Floral embroidered chair upholstery displays traditional
Eastern cultural craftsmanship. 8. Collaged green marble
flooring represents falling leaves on the ground.
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Step into the Chinese restaurant on the top floor of the Regala
Skycity Hotel and the multi layers of green immediately come
into view. It conveys a rich and exquisite oriental flair this new
dining space created by the P A L team for the hotel brand.
Located in proximity to the airport and port along with large
exhibition halls and a trade center that often hosts fairs and
concerts, the brand has targeted the top level of customers
who need exquisite food and prestige spaces for banquets
and entertainment. Therefore designer Ho was particularly
careful about finish materials quality and selection. He



introduced a resounding design theme to connect rich visuals and layers to create a unique and delicate dining experience.
The project is located on the top floor of the hotel, with a L-shaped floor plate, and the seating is placed along the window with
great views. The designer placed the Western-style lounge bar at the entrance setting a leisurely and relaxing overall tone for
the space, which provides guests with the choice of lounging before and/or after the formal dining experience. The space is
also the link between the dining space and rooftop garden becoming the first impression of the guests arriving the restaurant.

P A L extended the overall atmosphere into the interior with open plan seating in the center or small group catering spaces.
Framing out existing structural elements created private seating booths with excursive ocean view.

Moving further into the space is a flexible zone set up with different sizes of rounded tables to meet various customer dinning
needs, and also retains the possibility of serving as a banquet area in the future. VIP rooms with high privacy requirement are
located at the very end of the space, and equipped with collapsible folding doors to allow for maximizing the spatial functions.
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9. Subtlety differentiates the seating zone with circular arc lines. 10. The open plan dining area leads to an ocean view scenery. 11. Framed window
seating creates privacy. 12. VIP room with collapsible folding doors retains flexibility. 13. Elements such as the bamboo forests and bird cages can
be seen in the washroom. 14. Wall detailing imitates the bamboo section and the use of special glass that resembles jade. 15. VIP room ceiling with

symbolic circular tree canopy decoration.

A DT Material Analysis
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1. Since the design theme is based on "emerald green" and "jade", utilizing jade
stone or jade like special glass to decorate space in different ways, conveys the
precious meaning of "jade" in oriental culture. 2. A large number of traditional
cultural elements, such as embroidery, jade carving artwork etc., we incorporated
throughout the material accumulation to compose an oriental atmosphere.
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1. The corporate brand expects to serve high-end customers so
they required the space to offer exquisite an elegance atmosphere,
with high quality finishes and detailing. 2. Overall floor space was
limited so the plan need to provide other general dining space,
ethe flexibility of private banquets. 3. From the idea of green
building, the design is based on "nature" as its main idea.



Shade of green jade

Inspired by the characteristics of the space, and the large amount of greenery at the fagade and rooftop, the overall design
scheme is developed around “nature.” The designer from a "dining under the tree" picture extracted "green" and "jade"
concepts. Jade in oriental culture represents precious ness and nobility that is in alignment with the image the project owner
expected, therefore the design team implemented large amounts of jade and similar special glass type finish materials to
render a clear crystal like translucent visual effect.

Starting from the entry lounge, one can experience a large number of imagery interpretations, the designer turned the sofa
into a big tree with a curved line that stretches upward as branches, and the floating glazing panels as green leaf. Colorful
reflections abound as light and shadow penetrate through the tree canopy. Along the side wall, the upper part of the partition
is wrapped with dark green color silk fabric. The concave shape represents a bamboo section profile, and the lower half is
made of a special glass like jade base. Green marble collage flooring representing fallen leaves extend into the dining area,
and the tree branches become the separator between the booths. Custom made furniture is featured throughout the project,
from the entry window seating, four-person round tables, and the furniture in the VIP rooms, each with different leaf shapes.
Further extending the details, the designer elaborated with hand-painted flowers on the circular screen at the entrance and
window frame decoration. This imitates the appearance of embroidery and showcases Asian art craftsmanship. There are also
embroidered traditional floral paintings on the back of the dining room chairs, and the folding door panels are also decorated
with a carefully painted floral pattern.

Although the project was executed with a large amount of materials to compose a lavish and rich visual experience, the overall
harmonious sense was controlled by designer’s thoughtful material selection and coordination.

Ho commented that this project is a rather unique experience as the basic functions of a restaurant limited the basic plan layout
and the placing of a Western-style lounging function changed the overall dining atmosphere. The overall design did not seeks
provocative forms, but Ho by incorporating various oriental like elements such as jade, a bamboo forest and embroidery with
the careful integration of various materials has evoked a traditional cultural beauty within a modern interpretation.






