Oriental Romance
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T.K. Chu Design / T.K. Chu

The firm approaches interior design
from an all-round perspective. They use
modern language to reinterpret new
installation arts, keep up pace with the
dynamics of the world, and reshape
design by combining life, materials,
and art. The design team integrates
different fields and inspirations, ensuring
that space design is not separated
as building, design, or artwork, but
rather comprehensive design elements
rendering dialogue with the space.

1. FEERTEARER A3 BB #R B BN AR AL »
BMABSARIE S » PRIREER B EZE -
2. EAEBOPREKHAF - LI—FE—2
HIW TETL » —¥E=EN > —F
EZEN - HEMEBIIZERT » FZAFD
A -

1. The curved ceiling of the living
room conceals the structural
elements and is decorated with
point lights to reduce the conflict
with the skylight. 2. Entry vestibule
view into the central atrium. A
"cornerstone" is divided into two, half
indoors and half outdoors, linking
the two independent spaces to form
a harmonious symbiosis.
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3. In the entrance hall and courtyard, the polished black walls reflect the scenery of the courtyard. 4. The living room and central atrium linking the
diverse functions of the dining room, living room and open kitchen, open plan reducing the cramped space.
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1. In line with the local theme of Laoshan Bay, use
landscaping as the visual focus. 2. Use a large amount
of green stone considering the architecture and image
framework. 3. Artworks to enhance the cultural landscapes
that correspond to the natural ecology.
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1. Through the restoration of old buildings and incorporating a modern design
language, a combination of contemporary and traditional culture was constructed.
2. Create a sense of surprise for the building layout using atriums to establish a new
Oriental courtyard villa. 3. Emphasize the integration of the house and courtyard,
make "green" the design main theme.
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5. Living room south facing the courtyard view. Tables and chairs of different materials are used to distinguish areas with different functions, allowing
more flexible options for entertaining guests. 6.7. The placement of artworks creates a micro-landscape that complements the overall scene. 8. The
study and fragrance studio are the first space connected by the entrance route on the second floor, a space to calm the mind. 9. The master bedroom
continues the open plan layout strategy as it integrates the natural scenery from the terrace, to bring a feeling of openness. 10. The master bathroom
is finished with gray marble and highlighted metal accessories complement the greenery from window view.
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11. View into the sunken courtyard from the banquet hall, the indoor plants’ greenery echoes the exterior planting walls. 12. The entertainment

space on the ground floor. The designer used embroidery thread to compose a 5-meter-high green spectrum, paying tribute to the embroidery

craftsmanship of the local Jiangyin culture. 13. View from the banquet room to the study room. 14. First floor plan. 15. Second floor plan. 16. The

dialogue between the artworks, greenery wall and stone materials in space make the underground space lively. 17. The collection room with light-
colored marbles as background, provide a reliable platform for the collections’ display.
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"TangSong" development is in Laoshan Bay,
which is known as the "private garden of
Jiangyin City." The prototype is a century-old
house - Zhu's Ancestral Hall. After relocated to
Jiangyin, it was fully restored. The reconstructed
old house functions as a development
complex’s exhibition center, and the house is
also a new cultural palace for the local area.

The owner hoped to create a modern Chinese-
style residence that integrates history, culture
and international elements that represent unique
local cultural features. Accordingly, designer
Chu took the oriental cultural spirit as an origin
of the space design to combine modern art
and elegant lifestyle as a re-construction of
traditional aesthetic cognition. The whole project
religiously consists of the three major elements
of contemporary art to convey contemporary
oriental living aesthetics.
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Oriental courtyard villa

Liang Sicheng has said: "For the Chinese, only
when they have their own courtyard can their
spirit be truly settled.” This mansion not only 14 15
embodies the meaning of an oriental courtyard, but also emphasizes the integration of nature and life, weakening the boundary
between indoor and out, and closely connecting the courtyard scenery with daily life.

In terms of functional planning of the entire building, the upper levels are mainly used for daily life needs, and the ground floor
dedicated to entertainment. Two atriums are created to lead natural light vertically into the interior, and the overall circulation
also unfolds from the atrium.

The central atrium located in the front section of the site connects the public area on the ground floor with the living space
on the second floor. It is also the main welcoming scene at the entrance. The designer further advances the landscape by
using a full height glazing wall around the living room and atrium allowing greenery and lighting to flow into the interior space
and eliminating the barriers between inside and outside. Residents can enjoy the greenery and scenery amidst the moment
between movement and stillness.




At the same time, the designer took references

The main purpose of the west courtyard is to mainly strengthen the relationship
between the first floor and lower floor. It deliberately widens the atrium scale
to optimize the natural light harvesting effect. With the sunken courtyard, it
optimizes the lighting on the west side of the building, not only eliminating the
dark scene of the underground floor also provide more spatial possibilities.
Because the atrium is conceptually integrated with the living space, one can
walk along the open public area and enjoy the deliberately created courtyard
views as well as travel to the south-facing outdoor courtyard. Along the way,
the progressive vision creates rich spatial levels, giving people the pleasure of
changing scenery as they move.

A place for dialogue with green

Compared with the living space on the upper floor, the double height space
at the lower level is more like a spiritual place for residents to enjoy humanistic
conversations and collections. It also serves as a venue for banqueting,
tasting, entertainment and socializing. The circular wine cellar and the planting
wall jointly create the scenery of the space. The lush green planting wall and
the gray stone wall of the patio create a contrast between vitality and stability; "
The diffuse penetration of "light and green" makes the underground space one
full of vitality.

from the Laoshan Bay surroundings and interspersed image of rocks and rich

greenery at every corner, just like the root system of a tree, growing along the spatial structure and breathing within the indoor

space. The pine named "Eternal Tree" and the

high wall finished with green colored marble form the visual focal point of the

atrium. This green volume, accompanied by the vitality of daylight and green trees, penetrates the surrounding indoor space.
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18. Artworks are closely integrated with scenes. 19. The elegant girl's room. 20. The boy’s room with an overall calmness. 21. The tea tasting area,
wooden tabletops provide a calm oriental atmosphere. 22. View into the sunken courtyard from the cigar room, the lowered ceiling plane enhances
the private atmosphere of the space. 23. Ground floor plan. 24. Mezzanine floor plan.

It also extends vertically to the upper
floor to become the feature wall of the
master bedroom to continue the fresh
and elegant green design theme.
The whole project is carefully
constructed layer by layer from the
inside to the outside, deliberately
introducing light, framing views, and
borrowing scenery. In addition to
expressing the exquisite aesthetics
of the oriental courtyard villa, it also
reveals the rich perception of tranquility
and inner contemplation. When walking
in the open scene bathed in light, one 3
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can enjoy the art works by artists T.K
home, Lin Xueming, Gong Yan, and
Li Fengxue. Art closely integrated with

life scenes, allowing people to enjoy
these finishing touches and immerse
themselves in elegance and romance.
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