Turn over a new leaf
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Wei Yi International Design Associates /
Ferran Fang

Ferran Fang graduated from the National
College of Art and holds a master's
degree for Interior Design from Chung
Yuan University and then worked in
well-known architectural and interior

1. AMERZFETHVESR » BAFFEBERNIVER - IMESMRSORBENVIRERS - 2. FEE - design firms prior to establishing Wei Yi
1. As the family's old home, the expectation was to depict a simple and gentle modern dwelling that is International in 2003. Fang is interested

timeless. 2. Floor plan. in urbanism, culture and the humanities
and often does research on related
issues via frequent deep travel. The firm
is committed to implementing minimalist
design on various scales of projects
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3. The old pine tree was preserved, and the new structural wall is alien to the landscape view but brings in a visual sense of perception. 4.
Transforming the storage space into social space, with a new entry and fully open folding partitions creates a direct connection between the interior
and the outside. 5.6. The floating platform was the main design intervention for constructing the outdoor space. With its carefully calculated elevation
changes, it can be used as a walking path or a seating platform.
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7. Using a similar vocabulary throughout the project, the reveal detail of the framework creates a hierarchy of the elevations and reinforces the
sculptural nature of the volume. 8. Wei Yi Design attaches great importance to the relationship between building elements to create a harmonious
appearance of home through a rigorous design process. 9. The owner's collection of sports car engines is displayed at the connection point between
the public and private zones with the data about an engine projected onto the glass. 10. The structure is combined with the cat jumping platform to
give the casework diverse functions.

The Minsheng neighborhood, it is one of the most comfortable areas in Taipei City because of its tree-lined greenery and neat
street planning, and the project "Turn over a new leaf" is located here. The owner previously collaborated with Wei Yi Design on
the design of the new home, and both parties shared the same pursuit and belief in "beauty", so they once again commissioned
the team to renovate the old home where their elders lived.

Reshape the Circulation

The existing house is about 50 years old with a pine tree in the spacious outdoor courtyard, but the surrounding lawn was
blocked by the overgrown street trees resulting in a yellowed and lifeless vegetation. Also due to the existing single entrance
layout, visitors had to pass through the main space of the elders where their daily activities and privacy was disturbed.
Therefore, the designers revised the circulation as the prime focus of this renovation project, seeking greater flexibility through
the reconfiguration of the space.

Designer Fang transformed the storage room into a social area for friends' gatherings, then adjusted the circulation direction
yet retained the pine tree landscape path that elders were accustomed to. He opened up the lawn area that cannot receive
sunlight as a new route to the social area. At the same time he added two structural walls in the courtyard to ensure the privacy
of the social space.

The precise subdivision not only retains the sense of visual penetration, but also cleverly divides the landscape together with
the use of a platform to connect the interior and outdoor spaces. The exterior gardening has been skillfully renewed by the
design team, with a planted wall that complements the lush greenery and the cityscape, giving the home a vibrant life.
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Simple yet rich in variation

After entering the main activity space, one will
find the back wall of the living room is curved.
Fang explained that this parabola-like wall is
retracted and straightens out the perspective,
and it also has an imperceptible guiding effect.
Considering the existing low ceiling height and
the fact that there is an unmovable T-beam in the
center, the designer deliberately added a false
beam to define the form of the ceiling and present
it at an angle to create the image of a "roof". The
symmetrical form expresses the design team's
insistence on pursuing the beauty of a rigorous
structure. The sloping ceiling also helps raise
the height of the space. The island counter is
centered on a cross-shaped beam, creating a
balanced yet dramatic tension.

The remaking of the atmospheric character
is another focus of the project through the
comprehensive renewal of finish materials, to
present the desired appearance of the home.
The ceiling is finished with reclaimed Taiwanese
cypress. Its rich texture and natural wood
aroma offers a simple but warm atmosphere.
Considering that this project is the daily living
space for the elderly, the wall finish was specially
commissioned by the paint manufacturer to
customize the texture with neutral gray and warm
beige tones. The dining area is bounded by a
natural travertine wall with a mild color and texture
which delicately creates a quiet and simple
personality and humanistic character.
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11. The overall color scheme is made up of warm gray tones, concise and simple. 12. View of the main entry where the gentle curved wall also serves
as a guide.




13. Bl IRZERBES NIRRT R » SRETEIXB ZN—SZ 1R » FHEAREZE » IURIKIEEIREEZIR - 14. ZENTEEIBEITEEIE » ExE¥—
& - 15. BIEEBIVEGME » IRFEIRTEEVEARIEIRAER » NIRZEEAIIEARR © 16. FRSEAZEIPIA 28R % » WK TS5 20BRE VTR
=R 0 17. BA\E—[8 - FEETEREE - 18. EBAEIY -

13. Considering the existence of a non-removable T-beam in the space, the designer deliberately placed an additional false beam and presented it in
the form of an oblique ceiling. 14. All interior framework and the structure are symmetrical, intended to create a balanced prospect. 15. The travertine
finish of the kitchen wall contrasts with the cypress wood of the sloping ceiling, deepening the natural atmosphere of the space. 16. The bedroom
door is deliberately recessed. The gray and green tones were used to create an artistic tunnel like perception. 17. View of the bedroom. 18. Master
bathroom.
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The interlinking of structures

The design team is skillful at working with volumes in space, and the highly
sculptural block volumes build the rhythm of the interior, neatly integrating
all the elevations. The reveal detail joints make the functional spaces
independent of each other yet connected. The Japanese-made S2000
sports car engine from the owner's collection is a piece of artwork displayed
at the junction of the public and private zone. The sports car information
data is projected on the glass as privacy pattern on the partition, and it also
becomes a stage to display the owner's interests and tastes.

The floating platform plays a key role in creating social spaces, providing
not only a means of the path but also via the precise height settings that can
serve as seating to facilitate gathering interaction. The subtle yet distinct
connections and separations highlight the meticulous thoughts of the
design team and add a layer of poetic depth. Designer Fang believes that
the transformation of a residence is analogous to boarding a new journey.
Although time passes and things change, the beauty of those memories
remains eternal and unchanging.
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1. The interior finishes have been fully updated, and the overall color 1. This project is mainly for the elderly to live, so the design and
scheme is dominated with warm gray tones. 2. Mineral paint is mainly functional requirements needed to be balanced. 2. Circulation
used for large-area backgrounds, but there are subtle variations in its reorganization and atmosphere shaping were the two most important
characteristics. 3. The sloping ceiling above the kitchen is made of aspects of the project. 3. To retain the privacy of the elders, in addition
recycled Taiwanese cypress, and the natural texture and wood aroma to the original entrance, a separate circulation path for visitors was
offers calm. planned.
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