Spiraling Steps, Literary Echoes
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Design Apartment/ TANG CHUNG HAN
Design Apartment (Shenzhen) Design
Co., Ltd. Design Director. Selected as
one of the 100 most influential design
elites in China by AD100, a member of
the American INTERIOR DESIGN Hall
of Fame, and a recipient of the Platinum
Award at the A' Design Awards in Italy.
Instructor of the Interior Decoration
Training Course at Tsinghua University
in Beijing, and expert consultant for the
Shenzhen Creative Ideas Public Welfare
Foundation. The design concepts of
DA originate from a passion for life,
emphasizing natural and clear original
designs that symbolize youth and vitality,
representing the developmental direction
of future spaces, and belief that the best
design is one that creates the future.
Their works have been honored with
the Andrew Martin International Interior
Design Award, CREDAWARD Real
Estate Design Award, FARME Design
Award, IPA International Real Estate
Award, TITAN Real Estate Award, and
TID Award.
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1. The space is adorned with
artisan paint and wood flooring,
complemented by wooden blinds
that echo the texture of book pages,
creating a warm and breathable
ambiance. 2. First floor plan.
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3. The 'book wall' ingeniously connects the living room and the stair, showcasing books and vinyl records collections while balancing natural light and
a reading atmosphere. 4. The curved ceiling gently guides light into the room, with the soft filtered light and shadows, complemented by the paper

pendant lamp echoing the scent of books to create a profound depth of layers. 5. The feature book wall combines a curved volume of the spiral
staircase, co-constructing a vertical dimensional spatial sculpture.
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6. The flooring ingeniously defines the stair area with different materials, providing both safety and a smooth visual transition. 7. The kitchen adopts a
double circulation design, ingeniously linking to the passage behind the spiral stair, enhancing the fluidity of the space.
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In the quiet alley of Daan District in Taipei, a standalone dwelling quietly stands, named "Spiraling Steps, Literary Echoes,"
slowly revealing a home that integrates knowledge, art, and life. The design team employed an interior architecture mindset to
delicately providing space, light and shadow, materiality, and details, to create a home for a family of four that accommodates
diversity and nurtures the soul.

The space is compact and well-organized, with the increase in family members, the project transformed from a guest house
into a long-term dwelling. Considering that the homeowners frequently work from home and cherish a large collection of books
and vinyl records, they were looking forward to having a display wall to create a comfortable reading environment. The design
team transformed the requirements into a 'book wall axis', using bookshelves to connect the living room and the staircase,
maintaining visual permeability while introducing a sense of nature.

In terms of circulation planning, the kitchen connects to the back corridor of the spiral stair, creating dual smooth circulation
paths. Between the dining room and study, a woven rattan door panel serves as a divider, while maintaining interaction yet
keeps the space both refined and spacious.

The first floor is characterized by artisan paint and wood flooring, with a full height wall of books serving as symbol of the
space, paired with the curved form of the spiral staircase to create a sculptural vocabulary of vertical dimensions. The materials
throughout the project emphasize a sense of breathability and warmth and feature special paint and wooden blinds that
metaphorically correspond to the texture of pages of a book. The flooring uses different materials to define the stair location,
which not only provides safety but also allows for a smooth transition of visual scenes.

The curved ceiling guides the natural light, the filtered light diffuses softly into the room, shaping a subtle and deep layering
of light and shadow. The furniture and accessory furnishings also echo the theme of books, with a dining room pendent lamp
resembling crumpled paper hanging above the dining table. The study's sofa is placed centrally, creating an immersive feeling
surrounded by knowledge. The overall color scheme is primarily light beige, smoky gray, and black wood veneer, exuding a
subtle yet refined quality that reflects the owner’s pursuit of a quiet and attentive lifestyle.
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8. The woven rattan sliding door lightly divides the dining and study, maintaining connections while expanding the somewhat compacted space. 9.
The sofa is centrally placed in the study as an immersive knowledge atmosphere surrounded by bookshelves.
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Concealed functional ingenuity within aesthetics

The storage design is cleverly integrated into the spatial vocabulary. The book wall and cabinets on the first floor are divided
by proportions and arranged symmetrically, levitating the heaviness of the mass; the hidden fixtures and luminous stone
at the back of the cabinets enhance visual depth. During the design process, the construction of the spiral stair was the
major challenge; its large scale needed to be precisely positioned in a limited area. With frequent coordination with the
construction team, the staircase ultimately became the visual focus in the space. It is not only a connection between floors
but also symbolizes the passage of time. The vinyl records and the bookcases by the stairs record the memories and stories
accumulated by the family together.

The first floor serves as a public area, with an open plan design that promotes family interaction, anchored by the book wall and
spiral staircase. The second floor is dedicated for privacy, creating a tranquil atmosphere with materials and light and shadow
to shape a haven that reveals leisure and depth. The entire project exquisitely utilizes the dialogue of the texture of wood veneer
and special paints. The light swaying of rattan sliding doors, and the juxtaposition of Italian stone and wood flooring embody
tranquil layers in the details.

Natural light filters through the wooden blinds, casting shifting interior scenes as time passes as vintage furniture quietly
inhabits the corners, witnessing the warm moments of everyday life. The design team took a human-centered approach, using
a modern Eastern vocabulary to elevate dwelling to the level of ritual, not only fulfilling functional needs but also becoming a
medium for emotion and art.

The aroma of ink on the pages, the sound of vinyl records, and the flow of the stairs all serve as footnotes to the poetry of life.
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1. Use of special paint in harmony with the texture of the wooden window 1. Integrate the axis of the book wall to connect the living
shutters, creates a discreet interplay of light and shadow with a sense of airiness. room and the stairs, maintaining a sense of permeability while
2. Different flooring materials define the area around the staircase, achieving both introducing natural light and shadows. 2. The spiral staircase
safety protection and visual transition. 3. Use of woven rattan door panels that provides a sculptural vocabulary, creating a visual focal point in
are lightweight and translucent, combined with the natural texture of travertine, the vertical dimension, symbolizing the passage of time and family
enhances the dialogue between the temperature and texture of the space. memories.
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10.Second floor plan. 11.The display cabinet with
embedded lighting is complemented by luminous stone
materials that diffuse warmth, and shelves meticulously
crafted according to the size of the collection, thereby
combining practicality and aesthetics. 12. The master
bedroom is finished with window blinds to allow for natural
light and a shadow penetrated space, creating a tranquil
and relaxing space for a full rest of the body and mind.
13. The secondary bedroom uses minimal finish materials
and indirect lighting, complemented by reflected light, to
depict a comfortable yet tasteful leisure atmosphere. 14.
The bathroom with beige color base tone, paired with deep
black outlines defining a calm profile, subtly embedding a
sense of quality and charm.
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